
My name is Amanda, I’m 16 and I live with my parents, 

younger sister, and older brother. I spend my time at school, 

working at Noah’s Pet Motel, reading, and BAKING! I recently 

started going to Trinity E.C. church, but I was raised going to 

several other churches. Right now God is guiding me and 

helping me with priorities and figuring out what I want to do 

in the future and as a career. He is revealing some very 

surprising things to me about myself. Some great things and 

some not-so-great things. I am trying to grow closer to him 

and work through the not-so-great things and also to 

strengthen the good things about myself. I was saved with my 

Grandparents at their “Good News Club” (which was almost 

like a youth group, but for young kids) when I was about 7 or 

8.  My old youth leader Jessie Kasagurin was a great influence in my life. She always dressed 

modestly, but still adorably and with her own style. She also encouraged me to stick with God 

and save myself for my Husband in every way I can. 

 

My old youth group, Christian friends, and church have helped me stay pure because we are all 

able to encourage each other to do so. No one ever feels pressured to do anything impure or 

inappropriate like the world tells us is okay. Instead we encourage each other to use purity and 

modesty as a way to stand out in the world and be examples and different. It is great having a 

group of friends that you don’t feel pressured or looked down upon for not doing things that 

make you uncomfortable or unbiblical. Similarly, at my age, I feel dating isn’t necessary, but I try 

not to judge people that date. I don’t have a desire to date right now because I only want to 

ever date someone that I would consider marrying. I believe that dating is great and important 

in getting to know someone on a different level, but I don’t need that at my age. Dating is a way 

to have fun, but I think it should be more than just something people do because the other 

person “makes me happy” or “likes me”. I don’t want to give my heart, time, and commitment 

to guy after guy because the last one “didn’t work out”. When God leads me to dating someone 

I will carefully take that first step. Bottom line, since I don’t plan on being married for several 

years I don’t need to date. I have lots of great guy friends, but that is enough for me.  

 

I have never been on a date, and once I am older and find someone God calls me to date I won’t 

go about it the same way as most people. Me and my parents both would rather a more 

conservative, “courtship” type dating that would involve spending a lot of time together with 

family and friends, not off and alone all the time. I don’t mind when other people date 

differently, but I think the most important part of a dating relationship is to set boundaries right 

away! Because once you’re in a situation without clear boundaries it can get much too easy to 

go farther than appropriate. In the end,  I am not judging the way other people choose to date, I 

just feel convicted to do it differently and I’m not trying to pressure anybody to do it my way, I 

just want to encourage you to be careful and let God hold your heart, not just any guy. 

 



Thankfully thus far I haven’t been tempted much 

around guys. I have good friends, but at this 

point I don’t want anything more than friendship. 

But one thing that sticks out is how much I have 

to trust God with my future. I used to (and 

occasionally still do) worry that God doesn’t have 

someone for me. I have to trust him and leave 

that in his hands. Whenever I like(d) someone, I 

have to remind myself that sure it’s okay to like 

someone, but I need to be careful I don’t focus 

on guys, getting them to like me, and if I will marry. I need to be working on becoming the type 

of person that would make a Godly wife that can serve and uplift her husband. I also need to try 

to be myself around guys, and not try to be what I think they want in a girl. It’s a tough thing to 

work on and it can be hard to keep those kinds of mindsets but I am working on it.   

When it comes to talking about and learning about sex in a biblical/good environment I think 

that it is very important to be aware and educated, so that we aren’t as easily persuaded. When 

it comes to the world saying it’s okay to have sex outside of marriage I believe it is totally wrong 

and unbiblical, and it can lead to serious health issues, emotional issues, and enormous 

marriage issues in a future marriage to someone else. God designed sexuality to be enjoyed and 

explored inside of biblical marriages. A great analogy is that we are all beautifully gift-

wrapped presents. Every time you are sinning sexually (and that isn’t just through sex) you are 

tearing the wrapping, beating up, and throwing around that present. How would it feel to marry 

someone and give them a mangled, torn up present? I know I don’t want to do that to my 

husband, nor would I prefer receiving that kind of gift. I want to remain pure and save my body 

AND mind for my Husband and no one else. 

Lastly, I want to remind anyone reading this that you can find your strength in God and God 

alone. If you don’t look to Him, it will be almost impossible to stay pure and resist temptations 

when they rise up. I also want to say that if you have already given yourself and your purity 

away in any shape or form (physically, mentally, and emotionally) you aren’t out of God’s reach. 

Yes, there will be consequences for your actions, but God can restore you and save you. Like 

the verse Nichole referenced on this blog page, “God makes us new people in Him and he 

forgives us!” Thus, we always have hope because Jesus died for us and he paid for ANY and ALL 

sins, no matter how many times we sin. But, this can’t be used as an excuse to sin. It is wrong to 

say “well, since God will forgive me…” Please don’t let guilt or feeling dirty keep you from a 

relationship with the Lord. He can restore you! 

Thanks for reading. Love, Amanda 


