
My name is Tawny, I am 19 years old, and I live with 

my parents. I attend Tabernacle Baptist Church. I am 

about to go into my sophomore year at Davis 

College, formerly Practical Bible College. I am 

studying Teaching English as a Second Language.  

At the moment, I am working at West End Market 

Café, but last summer I worked as a Summer 

Missionary for Child Evangelism Fellowship. I am 

also an Intern for my school’s marketing team, and 

work at our on-campus bookstore occasionally. I am 

studying ‘English as a Second Language Teacher’ so 

I can travel to wherever God leads and do missions 

work!  

I remember my mother leading me to the Lord at the 

young age of 5. While I have had my doubts 

throughout the years, I have seen God work in my 

life, which has reassured me of my salvation time 

and time again.  

The Gospel has opened my heart and life in many ways and often times when people are 

telling me about their or people they know and their troubles in life, my thoughts are always 

“If they had Jesus they would have a more fulfilling and less stressful life!” 

Due to being raised in church, when I dated it is always with the intentions of possibly 

marrying that person, and I think that is the only way it should be. I did not technically adopt 

this mentality until I was about 13, because that was when I had my first “serious” 

relationship. (We hung out outside of school, we did talk about marriage) I will say that there 

is a danger in this, my first real “boyfriend” when I was 13 ended up breaking up with me 

because he thought I was “obsessive”. We only dated for a month, but I was already talking 

about marriage because that was the purpose of dating to me. I can see how this would 

scare away a 13 year old boy! This is why waiting until 16 or older to date is definitely a 

better idea. And making sure you’re dating a Christian boy of course! One of the boys I 

dated in high school was not, and that was a relationship I could have done without…very 

pointless and obviously ended pretty quickly. 

Peer pressures can be overwhelming too… I had friends from about 5-8 grade who were 

boy crazy, and one of them had a lot of freedom on the internet so I would often talk to 

people I didn’t really know. Also, I “dated” a few boys while I was in middle school! Looking 

back I would say that was too young, and I’m glad they weren’t too serious! It was definitely 

related to attending public school and having boy crazy friends. 

 

 



Likewise, I definitely think that media is a HUGE part contributing to that ‘boy crazy’ thinking 

and immorality we see so rampantly today. Girls feel like it is abnormal to not have a 

boyfriend. Also, couples think that it is just part of dating to have sex- and when they’ve only 

been dating for a short time at that! 

Therefore, I think one of the best ways to combat temptations, immorality and to ultimately 

seek the Lord, though this may not be the “preferred” way of going about it, I think that 

broken people are the most receptive to the gospel/church. It is when they have already 

seen that the world has nothing for them that they are more open to seeing what God has 

for them. 

 

Parents/mentors are very, very influential in kids’ lives. While yes, church is very 

important and will help with becoming grounded in the faith and learning more about how to 

live and who God is, it will be much easier for a young person to actually live it is seeing 

their parents obeying too! I struggled with doing daily devotions for years; I would do them 

off and on though.  

 

I also listened to the modesty teachings throughout my life; I’ve been dressing as modestly 

as possible since 6th grade, and had never looked back! The most effective times I was 

taught modesty was when a woman was teaching it. My youth group leader and pastor 

were obviously men, so being taught modesty/purity by them was a little weird. It hit home a 

lot more at camp where a woman would teach-she was also able to share her testimony 

about it which was much more effective. I think it is better to be taught to be proud of our 

bodies, and the fact that our future husband will be attracted to it because the way God 

created men and women. If girls are not taught it in this way, they may become ashamed of 

the fact that their body is a temptation and it could cause self-esteem issues rather than 

wanting to save their beautiful body for the right one-their husband. This will also help with 

the fact that society today is teaching girls to love their bodies, to embrace their flaws, etc. 

While this teaching is great, it goes on to say that they should dare to show it off, when it 

should be teaching them to love their bodies enough to cover it! I also think that girls should 

be taught that they are ultimately the ones with the power in their dating relationship…they 

are the ones that need to tell their possible boyfriend from the start their boundaries. If the 

boy cannot uphold them- let him go! He is not worth it! I had a boyfriend who I had been 

dating for 3 months kiss me when I did not want to! Because he kissed me, I broke it off 

after about 2 weeks. I am so glad that I did-he probably would have kept pushing my 

boundaries until I did something I really regretted!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Something I want to share would be another personal experience of mine. After my 8-9th 

grade years where I had dated 3 boys… the Lord was leading me to give up dating for the 

rest of high school. I wanted to focus on my school and my future and be totally free to go 

wherever He called me! Well, a boy in my church who I had liked forever started talking to 

me a few months after making that decision… and I thought “I’ve liked him for so long, I can 

make an exception!” We dated for about a year and I started to feel…weird. I was seeing 

that he really wasn’t the one for me (we had talked about marriage a lot) and I noticed that I 

was making plans for my future that involved being able to stay with him. I was limiting my 

college choices, and was even considering not going into ministry! I had felt called to do 

missions abroad and he had not. I ended up breaking it off with him, and while he was 

heartbroken, I felt so free! We stayed friends which kind of made him think we might date 

again, but I assured him after about 2 years of him thinking this that I didn’t intend to date 

him again! (I should have made myself more clearly in the first place!)  

 

Now fast forward to today, I am in college and can’t 

wait to go into ministry! I met a boy in the first few 

weeks of school (I wasn’t looking- I was planning to 

wait a few years) who is definitely God-sent! We are a 

perfect match for one another, and I have known from 

the beginning that he is the one! If I had not stuck to 

my decision, I would have never met him. I would have 

probably ended up in an unhappy marriage.  

 

Now I am always encouraging my high school aged 

friends to wait until college; you might just find your 

future spouse! 

 

 

 

There is so much more that God has planned for you  

and it is going to be amazing when you realize it! 

 


